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     This summer I conducted five weeks of field research in São Paulo, 
Brazil for completion of my M.A. thesis in Political Science. My project 
explores the belief systems and policy frames underlying LGBT (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender) activist networks in relation to a state level 
non-discrimination policy. I also intend to analyze the role of issue attention 
in agenda setting and public policy.     
     Overall, I recorded fourteen semi-structured interviews with a digital 
audio recording device. Respondents represent a broad cross-section of the 
policy subsystem, including academics, bureaucrats, activists, lawyers and 
politicians. Moreover, the interview sample includes lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transexual, travesti and heterosexual identities. 
     I was fortunate to be in the country for LGBT pride month and witness a 
high level of activity by LGBT groups in São Paulo. Interviews were 
supplemented by a number of informal and group respondent sessions, such 
as seminars, conferences, public debates and NGO meetings. At all times, 
ethnographic field notes were recorded to inform my research beyond my 
prepared interview questions. 
     Funding from the Thompson scholarship also enabled me to complete 
two short trips to the interior of São Paulo, allowing for the inclusion of 
local level NGOs in my research. Additionally, I received certification for a 
three weekend course on Direito e Diversidade Sexual, sponsored by the 
Ordem dos Advogados do Brazil (OAB). Most importantly, I developed a 
rich network of contacts for future research on LGBT politics in Brazil. 
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We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 
http://kups.ku.edu/ 
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MAIL TO: 
 

Gift Processing 
KU Endowment 
P.O. Box 928 

Lawrence, KS  66044-0928 
 

100% of your gift will be 
used to benefit the area of 

your choice  
at the University of Kansas 

 
 

www.kuendowment.org  
 
 

Code 7PS 
 

For KU Endow-
ment use only 

 
 

Gift Information 
I/We would like to make a gift of: 
 
$_______ In support of the Political Science 
Department Development Fund (02737) 
 
 
$_______ In support of the Allan J. Cigler 
Academic Enrichment Fund (08424) 
 
 
$ ______  Political Science Washington DC 
Internship Program fund  (08643) 
 
Gift is from: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Home phone number 
 
________________________________ 
 
Preferred e-mail 
 
______________________________ 
 

Givi ng Options  
 Please make checks payable to 
   KU Endowment : 

 
Check appropriate credit card: 
 
�  Visa���� Mastercard��� �
�
�� Discover��� American Express 
 

 
Credit Card #______________________ 
 
 
Exp. Date ______  _______ 
 
 
Signature_________________________ 
 
*Give securely online:  
www.kuendowment.org/give_now  
 
Matching Gift 
Company 
 
Spouse Company 
 
Procedure: �� Form enclosed 
                 �� Other procedure initiated 
Your gift to KU Endowment can be enhanced 
through employer matching gift programs.  You may 
be eligible if you or your spoouse are employed by, 
serve on a board for, or are retired from a matching 
gift company. 
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